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Outline

•The Context: Education, Communication Technology and 

Community Development

•Mission of Memorial University

•Extension Service

•The Fogo Process

•Engaging the Schools

•Distance Education @ MUN

•Distance education platforms – D2L

•Future challenges

www.swgc.mun.ca



become

The context underneath this 
discussion…

• Answering the 

questions:

• Is Rural Worth 

Saving?

• If yes, what are the 

options?
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One option is to enhance the connection between 
education, communication technology and 

community development

Education and communication seen as:

•Catalyst

•Glue

•Oil

•Web
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Mission of Memorial University

• University was 

developed as a 

memorial to those 

who died in the two 

world wars – “in 

freedom of learning, 

their cause and 

sacrifice might not be 

forgotten”

• We recognize our 

special obligation to 

the citizens of 

Newfoundland and 

Labrador

• Accept a 

responsibility for 

providing education  

to the whole   

province
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Memorial University Extension Service

• Set up in 1959 to work in 

rural areas
– access to continuing 

education,

– participants in community and 

social development

• Community and individual 

empowerment through 

participatory 

communications

• Used a variety of 

communications 

technologies

– Text

– Video

– Newsmagazines

– Cable TV

– Radio

www.swgc.mun.ca
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The Fogo Process and the          
National Film Board

Extension worker Fred Earle, with 2 Fogo residents
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• An example of 

participatory 

communications

• Local voices were 

championed

• New technologies 

used to tell old 

stories in new 

ways

• People 

developed a 

pride in their 

region

• Questioned the 

assumption that 

urbanization was 

inevitable  
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Engaging the schools in 
communication and development

• Schools are key 
partners in rural 
development

• Education as the 
midwife of the future

• Innovative 
communication 
technology links to 
learning outcomes as 
well as student/ 
community interest

News readers, Lourdes Elementary
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• 40 years of experience

• Over 350 courses offered 

online

• 16% of all course 

registrations

• Graduate and 

undergraduate

• Degree and certificate 

options delivered totally 

by Distance

• Started as a way to 

upgrade teachers

• Community learning 

centres, with video 

production and text-

based courses

• Early experiments with 

satellite delivery

• Relies on availability of 

internet in rural 

communities
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become

Bachelor-level degrees available by 
Distance Education

• Bachelor of Arts*

• Bachelor of Arts (English major)

• Bachelor of Arts (Police Studies)

• Bachelor of Business Administration

• Bachelor of Maritime Studies

• Bachelor of Nursing (post RN)

• Bachelor of Technology
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Post-graduate level degrees available 
by Distance Education

• Master of Education (IT)

• Master of Education (Post Secondary Studies)

• Master of Education (Counselling Psychology)*

• Master of Education (Educational Leadership Studies)*

• Master of Education (Curriculum Teaching and Learning 

Studies)*

• Master of Physical Education

• Master of Nursing

• Master of Social Work*
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Certificates and diplomas available by 
Distance Education

• Certificate in Business Administration

• Certificate in Criminology

• Certificate in Library Studies

• Certificate in Newfoundland Studies*

• Certificate in Public Administration*

• Diploma in Business Administration
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• Provides a 

“classroom” for 

distributed learning

• Contact with 

instructors

• Grading

• Course content

• Chat

• Can be used for 

both f2f as well as 

web-dependent 

courses

• Can be used in 

“real-time,” but also 

as an archive 
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The future?

• More options for course 

delivery

• Increased diversity in 

student body

• More cooperation among 

the different levels of 

education working 

together

• More collaboration 

between education 

development and 

community development
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Questions…?
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